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who volunteered and to your 
families, and to the families of 
the fallen. The sacrifices you 
made – and your families made – 
were not in vain. What we are 
witnessing today is not our fai-
lure, this is not our burden to 
bear. Having had the privilege of 
serving alongside so many amaz-
ing Americans (and allied Serv-
ice Members as well), quite 
frankly I’m tremendously proud 
of what you were able to accom-
plish, and I hope you are too. The 
fact is you carried more than 
your fair share – and you are 
stronger because of it. 
  It’s OK to not be OK right now. 
Take some time to reconnect 
with old friends, remind our-
selves about that time we were 
handed a mission, given no re-
sources to execute the mission, 
and somehow figured out how to 
make it work. Let's take that 
problem-solving mindset into our 
next mission. There's a lot of 
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work to be done - your country 
and your communities need 
strong leaders like you to tackle 
tough problems and solving 
tough problems is what we do 
best. 
 
  Adlai Stevenson II said, “Patrio-
tism is not a short and frenzied 
outburst of emotion but the tran-
quil and steady dedication of a 

lifetime.” I can think of no better 
way to demonstrate our gratitude 
for the sacrifices of our Service 
Members, Veterans, and their 
families than by reaffirming our 
commitment to service, to each 
other, to our communities, and to 
our nation. 
  

 *** 
  Joseph Reagan is the Director of 
Military and Veterans Outreach 
for Wreaths Across America. He 
has over 10 years’ experience 
working with leaders within 
Government, non-profit, and 
Fortune 500 companies to de-
velop sustainable strategies sup-
porting National Security, and 
Veterans Health.  
 
  He served 8 years on active duty 
as an officer in the U.S. Army in-
cluding two tours to Afghanistan 
with the 10th Mountain Division. 
He is a graduate of Norwich Uni-
versity, the oldest private military 

college in the country. 
 Wreaths Across America is a 
non-political, non-profit organi-
zation best known for placing 
wreaths on veteran’s headstones 
at Arlington National Cemetery. 
However, in 2020, the organiza-
tion placed more than 1.7 mil-
lion sponsored veterans’ wreaths 
at 2,557 participating locations 
nationwide. Throughout the cal-
endar year you can tune in to 
Wreaths Across America Inter-
net Radio, 24/7, to learn more 
about the mission and those who 
support it across the country, as 
well as the hundreds of local 
charitable efforts nationwide that 
are funded through wreath spon-
sorships. 
 
  You can sponsor a veteran’s 
wreath anytime for $15 at 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. 
Each sponsorship goes toward a 
live, balsam wreath that will be 
placed on the headstone of an 

NFL recognizes 20th anniversary of Sept. 11th 
during kickoff weekend  ... from sports page 1
moments nationwide on air and 
in all stadiums just prior to the 
start of the nine 1 p.m. ET NFL 
games on Sunday, September 12. 
Just prior to the start of those 
games, an NFL Media produced 
tribute video will be simulcast 
nationwide across CBS and FOX 
pregame shows to highlight what 
the days after 9/11 meant to 
America. The piece, which ties in 
the challenges of the past two 
years and how Americans over-
come hardships together, is nar-
rated by award-winning actor and 
former FDNY firefighter Steve 
Buscemi. 
 Immediately following the trib-
ute video, a performance of the 
National Anthem from the Na-
tional September 11 Memorial 
and Museum will be performed 
by music therapist Juliette Can-
dela, who was also selected by 
Tuesday's Children. Candela's 
father, John, lost his life on 9/11 
in the World Trade Center. Ju-

liette's performance will honor 
her father and all others who lost 
their lives on that day. 
  
Clubs will remember 9/11 on-
field during Week 1 games in 
the following ways: 
 Players will each wear a spe-
cially designed 9/11 ribbon hel-
met decal. 
 9/11 lapel pins will be worn on 
sidelines by coaches and team 
personnel. Broadcast an-
nouncers, media members and 
club and league employees also 
will be provided the pins. 
Special NYPD, FDNY and Port 

Authority Police Department 
hats will be worn in partnership 
with NYC & Co. and New Era at 
the Denver Broncos at New York 
Giants and New York Jets at Car-
olina Panthers games to com-
memorate the first responders 
who risked and lost their lives in 
the aftermath of 9/11. 
 Select clubs will also invite a 
Tuesday's Children family to 
their home game in Week 1 and 
participate alongside the league 
in 9/11 Day of service, which is 
a day of volunteering to rekindle 
the extraordinary spirit of togeth-
erness and compassion that arose 
in the immediate aftermath of 
9/11. 
 Additionally, on September 10 
at 9 p.m. ET, NFL Network will 
air an hour-long special hosted 
by Melissa Stark, NFL360 Re-
membering 9/11. The show will 
include features on late NFL 
head coach Jim Fassel and how 
he led the New York Giants dur-

ing the 2001 season, Rich Eisen 
remembering 9/11, an interview 
with Al Michaels and Stark dis-
cussing the 2001 MNF season, 
and features on New York Jets 
Head Coach Robert Saleh and 
the FDNY vs. NYPD 9/11 trib-
ute football game. The piece on 
both Saleh and the FDNY vs. 
NYPD 9/11 tribute game will 
premiere on a 9/11 themed epi-
sode of NFL Films Presents on 
September 8 at 7:30 p.m. ET on 
FS1. 
 
 The NFL also has partnered with 
America250 on the America250 
Awards, a multi-year program 
that honors Americans who ex-
emplify the intangible qualities 
of the American spirit. The pub-
lic is invited to nominate by Oc-
tober 11 someone whose heroic 
actions to help others were in-
spired by 9/11. Three winners 
will receive two round-trip 
tickets and accommodations to a 

Thanksgiving Day NFL game 
this year where they will be rec-
ognized on the field. 
 

ABOUT TUESDAY'S  
CHILDREN 

 
Tuesday's Children provides a 
lifetime of healing for families 
who have been forever changed 
by terrorism, military conflict, or 
mass violence.  
 
 Through a time-tested, long-
term approach, Tuesday's Chil-
dren programming serves and 
supports our nation's Military 
Families of the Fallen; builds re-
silience and common bonds in 
communities worldwide recover-
ing from tragedies; and keeps the 
promise to support all those im-
pacted by Tuesday, September 
11th. For more information, 
please visit www.tuesdayschil-
dren.org. 
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Adlai Stevenson II said, “Pa-
triotism is not a short and 
frenzied outburst of emotion 
but the tranquil and steady 
dedication of a lifetime.” I 
can think of no better way to 
demonstrate our gratitude for 
the sacrifices of our Service 
Members, Veterans, and their 
families than by reaffirming 
our commitment to service, to 
each other, to our com-
munities, and to our nation. 

American hero as we endeavor 
to honor all veterans laid to rest 
at noon on Saturday, December 
18, 2021, as part of National 
Wreaths across America Day. 
  
 Wreaths Across America is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
founded to continue and expand 
the annual wreath-laying cere-
mony at Arlington National 
Cemetery begun by Maine busi-
nessman Morrill Worcester in 
1992. The organization’s mission 
– Remember, Honor, Teach – is 
carried out in part each year by 
coordinating wreath-laying cere-
monies in December at Arling-
ton, as well as thousands of 
veterans’ cemeteries and other 
locations in all 50 states and bey-
ond.  
 
For more information or to spon-
sor a wreath please visit 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. 

Sabrina Bianco

 MEMPHIS, TN – For the sec-
ond consecutive weekend, the 
Memphis Tigers went 3-0 and 
won all nine sets that they 
played, and for the second 
straight week, a member of the 
Tigers was named the American 
Athletic Conference Offensive 
Player of the Week. After Eliza-
beth Orf took home the honors 
last week, Sabrina Bianco earned 
the honor after Memphis’ perfect 
weekend at the Central Arkansas 
Invitational. 
 In her third year with the Tigers 
as the team’s primary setter, Bi-
anco has gotten off to a tremen-
dous start, part of the Tigers’ 6-0 
start with an 18-set win streak. At 
the Central Arkansas Invita-
tional, Bianco was named the 
tournament’s MVP with 113 as-
sists, good for 12.56 assists/set. 
The senior added three service 
aces and 20 digs. 
 Through the first two weekends 
of the season, Bianco leads the 
AAC in assists per set (12.78), 
nearly three assists per set more 
than anyone else in the confer-
ence. Bianco also sits in the top 
10 in the AAC service aces per 
set and top 20 in digs per set. 
 After consecutive perfect road 
tournaments, Memphis will look 
to make it three straight, as the 
Tigers head to the SEMO Invita-
tional. Memphis will face South-
east Missouri State Friday and 
take on both Kansas City and 
Marshall Saturday. 
 How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Volleyball, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team’s social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 

Tigers soccer ranked at No. 15 in latest United Soccer Coaches 
Poll and cracks into the top-25  with back-to-back victories  

MEMPHIS, TN. – After helping 
the University of Memphis foot-
ball team take down Nicholls, 
42-17, on Saturday at Liberty 
Bowl Memorial Stadium, kicker 
Joe Doyle and running back 
Brandon Thomas earned weekly 
American Athletic Conference 
(AAC) honors on Monday, the 
league office announced. 
  Doyle was named the AAC Spe-

Brandon Thomas

 MEMPHIS, TN., Sept. 7, 2021 
– University of Memphis 
women’s soccer has cracked into 
the top-25 of the United Soccer 
Coaches Poll this week finding 
themselves at No. 15, it was an-
nounced Tuesday. 
 The Tigers, who are 5-0-1 
through the first three weeks of 
play, are coming off back-to-
back wins against Kansas and 
Alabama and are one of just two 
American Athletic Conference 
schools to remain undefeated this 
season. Sunday’s 3-1 win over 

the Crimson Tide marked the 
Tigers fourth consecutive win 
since drawing with then No. 23 
Ole Miss. 
 Through the first six games of 
the season, Tanya Boychuk leads 
the Tigers offense with four goals 
and eight points while nine other 
Memphis players have recorded 
at least one goal. Along with their 
stellar offense, the Tigers defense 
has been unyielding, holding 
their opponents to just two goals 
this so far and recording four 
shutouts in the process. 

This the first time the Tigers 
have reached the United Soc-
cer Coaches Top-25 this sea-
son after spending the first 
three weeks receiving votes. 
The last time Memphis 
cracked the top-25 was this 
past spring season when they 
spent eight weeks, including 
preseason, in the top rank-
ings. ...the Tigers have made 
the top-25 in the United Soc-
cer Coaches Poll for four 
consecutive seasons... 

Joe Doyle and Brandon Thomas earn AAC 
honors after UofM takes down Nicholls

cial Teams Player of the Week for 
the first time in his career, while 
Thomas was named to the AAC 
Honor Roll. 
  In the victory over Nicholls, 
Doyle was a perfect 5-for-5 in 
field goals and 3-for-3 on extra 
point attempts. Impressive, espe-

cially considering Saturday's 
contest was the first time that the 
redshirt junior had ever at-
tempted a field goal in his colle-
giate career. 
  Doyle finished the game with 18 
points, the most for a Memphis 
kicker since Riley Patterson (21) 
since the Cotton Bowl against 
Penn State on Dec. 28, 2019. 
 Thomas made the most of his 
first collegiate start, rushing for a 
game-high 147 rushing yards on 
16 carries to go with one touch-
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SEPTEMBER 4, 2021- The Lou-
isiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries (LDWF) says it 
will investigate each one of the 
substantial fish kills it predicts 
throughout southeast Louisiana 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Ida. 
 
Hurricane-related fish kills are 
generally caused by low dis-
solved oxygen (DO), and can 
occur from landfall of the storm 
until weeks after the event. The 
main factors contributing to hur-
ricane-related fish kills include 
storm surge, the churning up of 
oxygen-poor water and sediment 
due to wind and rain, and the 
sudden input of large amounts of 
organic debris into waterways. 
 
Following the event, organic 
matter will begin to decompose, 
and microbes will deplete the DO 
from the water causing fish to 
“suffocate.”  These factors can 
work alone or in conjunction to 
cause fish kills following a hur-
ricane. 

 
Storm-related fish kills have oc-
curred in Louisiana since before 
recorded history, and the ecosys-
tems have evolved to be resilient 
and bounce back from them.  De-
composers and scavengers in-
cluding microbes, crawfish, 
crabs, fish, alligators, turtles, rac-
coons, and birds will do their part 
helping to clean up fish car-
casses. 
 
Many fish and aquatic organisms 
will find refuge from the low DO 
waters, and participate in the 
boom year of reproduction that 
will surely follow since there will 
be fewer predators and more re-
sources available by next spring. 
 
While fish kills are shocking to 

experience and can appear dev-
astating, they often lead to a re-
juvenated system that is healthy 
and naturally replenished in the 
following years. 
 For information on how to re-
port a fish kill or more infor-
mation about the causes of fish 
kills, visit our fish kill webpage. 

 Memphis will hit the road for 
the first time this season as they 
round out non-conference play 
this Thursday and Sunday 
against Iowa State and Drake, re-
spectively. They will open AAC 
play on September 16 when they 
host Temple with a 7 p.m. kick-
off. 
 This the first time the Tigers 
have reached the United Soccer 
Coaches Top-25 this season after 
spending the first three weeks re-
ceiving votes. The last time 
Memphis cracked the top-25 was 

this past spring season when they 
spent eight weeks, including pre-
season, in the top rankings. 
 With today’s ranking, the Tigers 
have made the top-25 in the 
United Soccer Coaches Poll for 
four consecutive seasons. 
 
 For complete information on 
Memphis Tigers Soccer, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 

Louisiana Dept. of Wildlife will investigate fish 
kills resulting from Hurricane Ida predictions

The Tigers return to the 
field on Saturday, Sept. 11 
when the team heads to Jo-
nesboro, Ark. to face Ar-
kansas State. The game is 
scheduled for a 6:00 p.m. 
CT kickoff and will be 
streamed live on ESPN+. 

down. The 100-yard rushing per-
formance was the first of his ca-
reer. 

In the victory over Nicholls, 
Doyle was a perfect 5-for-5 in 
field goals and 3-for-3 on 
extra point attempts. Impres-
sive, especially considering 
Saturday's contest was the 
first time that the redshirt jun-
ior had ever attempted a field 
goal in his collegiate career. 

  In 2020, the redshirt freshman 
appeared in four games, rushing 
the ball twice for a total of eight 
yards. 
  The Tigers return to the field on 
Saturday, Sept. 11 when the team 
heads to Jonesboro, Ark. to face 
Arkansas State. The game is 
scheduled for a 6:00 p.m. CT 
kickoff and will be streamed live 
on ESPN+. 
  How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Football, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 

 Many fish and aquatic or-
ganisms will find refuge from 
the low DO waters, and par-
ticipate in the boom year of 
reproduction that will surely 
follow since there will be 
fewer predators and more re-
sources available by next 
spring. 

 
 On this 20th  

Anniversary of  
9-11, remember 
those who gave 
their lives so that 
 we may live in  

freedom. 
Lest we forget.


